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A rtists who paint the figure are often 
looking for ways to communicate 

beyond the physical appearance of their 
sitter, to capture what is beneath the 
surface. In the figurative exhibition at 
RJD Gallery hanging through December 
14, the participating artists will showcase 
pieces that delve into this idea or theme. 
Among those with work on exhibit are 
Rick Garland, Thomas Wharton, Teresa 
Elliott, Pamela Wilson, Phillip Thomas, 
and Mark Heine. 

Richard J. Demato, owner of the 
Sag Harbor, New York, gallery adds, 
“For centuries the figure was the most 
chosen subject of paintings, but we’ve 
shifted toward a new spirituality, a 
reverence of the ordinary, and as the 
madness of mankind becomes more 
apparent through social media, the art 
that’s created has now been affected. 
Contemporary artists continue to be 
fascinated and are driven to master 
rendering the human form; however, our 
artists now appear to be delving much 
deeper than only technical physical 
renderings and attempt to capture the 
soul and perspective of the mind of their 
subjects, with each nuanced detail.”

One of the works Wilson will 
display in the show is the 24-inch 
square painting Underwater, which 
was inspired by a piece the artist had 
previously completed. She explains, 
“A few years ago, I was asked to 
participate in an exhibition that paid 
tribute to painting masters. It was up 
for interpretation, and my first thought 
was how much I had always loved 
Degas’ Absinthe Drinker, so I decided 
to paint my own, as that tribute. My 
absinthe drinker was well received, 
and my interest in the subject grew. As 
I continued to learn about the history 
of the ‘green fairy,’ I became more and 
more enamored, and I recently decided 
to embark on a whole series of absinthe 
drinkers. This painting is the first in 
that series, and has made me anxious 
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to get on with the others.”
Also presenting a piece from a series 

is Wharton, whose painting Nocturne is 
from a collection where he uses the figure 
to suggest emotional or spiritual states. “A 
nocturne is a composition about the night, 
and while existing in forms as varied as 
poetry and painting, the most expressive 
have been in music, most famously in the 
nocturnes of Chopin,” Wharton says. “The 
way I think of a nocturne is in the uniquely 
Romantic period style—having haunting, 
lyric quality and frequently suggesting 
a mood of reverie or flights of fantasy.  
I think of them as speaking of that special 
time that begins as twilight, when a person 
becomes introspective, whereas the light of 
day fades, the inner light begins to glow.”

In his painting Last Rays, Garland was 
drawn to the warmth and beauty of the low 
sun, which he says lent a harmonized and 
softened tonality. “The reflection distorted 
by ripples from the smallest interaction 
of the subject touching the water gave the 
moment sudden light,” Garland describes. 
“The hue of that last light was such that the 
water began to resemble liquid gold, and 
although it was an involved painting due to 
the reflections and patterns, I really enjoyed 
the compositional simplicity of the piece.” 

1 
Phillip Thomas, 
Exit, oil on canvas, 
84 x 54"

2 
Pamela Wilson, 
Underwater, oil on 
canvas, 24 x 24"

3 
Rick Garland, Last 
Rays, acrylic on 
canvas, 39 x 39"

4 
Mark Heine, 
Imminent, oil on 
canvas, 30 x 36"

5 
Thomas Wharton, 
Nocturne, oil on 
linen, 33 x 24"
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